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A WOMAN BORN ONLY FOR CALAMITIES. 


BEING AN 


UNHAPPY DAUGHTER, WRETCHED WIFE, 


AND 


UNFORTUNATE MOTHER: 


CONTAINING A 


SERTES OF THE MOST UNCOMMON ADVENTURES 


THAT 


EVER BEFEL ONE PERSON 


BY 


SEA AND LAND: 


wing an exact Account of her Shipwreck; her falling into the 
= of a brutal Villain; and her being providentially re- 

ed by a 7 of 8 further Sufferings to 
the Time of her Death. 
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Dear Daughter, 


ALL that enables me to ſupport a life, which, from 
my very infancy, has preſented me with nothing but 
misfortunes, is the deſire of ſeeing you arrive at an age 
capable of being made ſenſible of what you truly are: I 
cannot die, and leave you with no other knowledge of 
jourſelf, than that you are the daughter of an Indian 
banyan, and a heathen. O then, if it pleaſes heaven 
that theſe papers fall into your hands, be careful of them. 
| conjure you, by all that duty, that love, and that re- 
ſpect, which even the worſhip you are trained up in en- 
joins from children to their parents, read them not 
lightly over, but examine every article, weigh every pre- 
cept; engrave them in your mind, that, if by any acci- 
dent you loſe the original, your memory may ſupply you 
with a faithful copy. I command you alſo, to keep 
whatever you find here an inviolable ſecret, unleſs pro- 
ndence, whoſe ways are all myſterious, ſhould happily 
conduct you to ſome place, where it may be to your 
advantage to reveal it. 

Know then, my dear Zaa, that, by my ſide, you are 
deſcended from two very antient and honourable fami- 
les, in a kingdom famous over the whole world, not 
only for its extent, the pleaſantneſs of its ſituation, and 
the magnificence of its buildings; but alſo, for the laws, 
cuſtoms, and manners of its inhabitants: I need not 
tell you it is France I mean, ſince you have often heard 
ne ſay the place I was born in is called ſo. 

My father. was the eldeſt ſon of the Count de Bell- 
grave: my mother a daughter of the Baron de Soifanc. 
if you ſhould ever happen to meet any one from ot 
fountry, you will hear ſuch characters of the virtue and 
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rere 
grandeur of your anceſtors, as, though I would not with 
ſhould make you proud, ought nevertheleſs to inſpire in 
you a juſt ſcorn of doing any thing unworthy of the 
race you ſprung from, _ ; 

It is the policy of people of condition, in my country, 
and in moſt parts of Eure, when they haye more 
daughters than they can conveniently portion out, rather 
than conſent to their marriage with perſons of an infe. 
rior rank, to ſhut one, or more of them, into certain 
houſes called convents ; where they are ſecluded from the 
world for ever; and compelled, often againſt their incl. 
nation, to.devote themfelves wholly to heaven, and thi 
duties of religion. The baron, baving a numerous off 
ſpring, intended to ſacrifice my mother in this manner 
to the grandeur of his family; but the paſſion my father 
had for her prevented it. After having m vain implored 
the count's conſent, they were privately married. The 
affair was kept a ſecret for ſome time, nor had been di. 
vulged ſo foon, had not the baron's reſolution of forcing 
my mother into a convent obliged tliem to confeſs it to 
him; and ſhe ſoon after becoming pregnant, rhe honour 
of his family rendered it neceffary the truth ſhould be 
made public. Nothing could furpaſs the count's indig- 
nation when he was firſt made acquainted with it: he 
would never after ſuffer my father to come into his pre- 
ſence, nor allow any thing toward his ſapport, or that 
of the wife he had made choice of; and, though a great 
number of the nobility intereſted themſelves in this 
cauſe, and repreſented to him, that there was nothing 
in a daughter of the Baron de Solus, except want of 
fortune, that could be looked upon as unworthy a ſon 
of the Count de Bellgrave, and that my mother's virtue, 
beauty, and other qualifications, welbatoned for that de- 
ficiency, me continned as inexorable as ever; nor did my 
birth (for I was the firſt, and, indeed, the ſole fruit of 
this unhappy marriage) in the leaſt ſoften his obdurate 
heart; and, for thirteen years, neither my father, mother, 
nor ſelf, had any Uther foppont than what we received 
from the indulgence of the good baron, which, givin} 
3 mortal uneaſineſs to his other children, rendered oui 

i 4.44 4h ho | 


lives very uncomfortable, 
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While we were in this melancholy ſituation, news ar- 
rived of the death of the governor of [ranadad, a ſet- 
tlement the French have in the E Indies. The prince 
of Conde requeſted the king, that my father might ſue- 
ceed him. It was a poſt, indeed, far beneath the heir 
of Bellgrave to accept of; but it was a noble proviſion 
for a ſon in diſgrace with his father, and who had no 
ſubſiſtence, but from the father of his wife. As ſuch 
my father received the grant of it; and kiſſed his ma- 
jelty's hand, with the ſincereſt gratitude, as well as teſ- 
tified his acknowledgments to the prince, by whoſe. in- 
tercellion it had been conferred upon him. | 

It was the opinion of every body, that this news 
would bring the Count de Belgrave to reaſon; and that 
he would rather forgive, and make a handſome ſettle- 
ment on his ſon, than ſuffer him to go to a place, whence 
he could not expect he would ever return during his 
life; but he was deaf to all the calls of nature and pater- 
nal aſlection, nor would even permit my father to take 
leave of him before his departure. 

The baron would fain have perſuaded my father and 
mother to leave me with him; but a fatal fondneſs, to 
which 1 owe all my miſeries, would not ſuſter either of 
them to be prevailed upon. Yet, I ought not to con- 


had of me, and fearcd the effect of it, if I were left de- 
ſenceleſs, and expoſed to their malice; which, the 


ron's affection toward me. Nothing, however, could 
have equalled, or even come within compariſon, of the 
miſchiefs entailed upon me by this Indian voyage; miſ- 
chiefs ſo numerous, and of ſo dreadful a kind, that, if 
related by any other than a mother, you would ſcarce 
believe could happen to one woman. 

Every thing being prepared for our departure, for the 
magnificence of which all the kindred of both fides, ex- 
cept the cruel count, contributed, we embarked on board 
a large and well-ſtored veſſel. Favourable winds and 
imooth ſeas gave us the proſpect of a happy voyage; 
and never was a greater alteration than what I per- 

| 


demn it; they knew the jealouſy my uncles and aunts 


doubted not, would encreaſe in proportion to the ba- 
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ceived in the faces of my dear parents. The pleaſure 
of ſeeing themſelves independent, though in a rank in. 
ferior to the dignity of their birth, diffuſed ſuch an air 
of gaiety through all their features as was aſtoniſhing to 
me, being too young to penetrate into the cauſe, and 
made me diſcover charms in them I had never ſeen he. 
fore. My mother, it is certain, was extremely lovely; 
and my father wanted none of thoſe manly graces which 
command reſpect. I was thought to partake of what waz 
moſt agreeable in both; but alas! few traces of what 
they were now remain in me! Waſted with continual 
pinings in youth, I luer all the decays that age could 
have produced; nor have you ever ſeen in me any thing 
of that beauty, which ſeemed as if juſt beſtowed upon me 
only for my ruin; and, when that was completed, was 
ſnatched away, no more than my peace of mind to be 
recovered, leaving me nothing but the ſad remembrance 

of ideas it was my fortune never to enjoy the reality of. 
If ever I knew true ſatis faction, it was on board; 
while at the baron's, the melancholy in which I ſaw 
thoſe dear perſons plunged, who gave me being; the 
diſtant looks of ſome of my relations, and the reſlections 
fometimes thrown on me by others, the fear I was in of 
incurring their diſpleaſure, and rendering them yet more 
| harſh, gave me as much diſquiet as it was potlible for 
one of my age to feel; but now to find a great number 
of ſervants ready to obey my call, to ſee the obſequious 
behaviour of the whole ſhip's crew, and even of the 
officers themſelves, toward my father and mother, was 
ſuch a pleaſing alteration in our fortunes, as quite 
elated my young heart, and I became in a manner tranſ- 
ported with it. 5 


One morning, as I lay in my cabin, within that of 


their Excellencies (for by that title they now called my fa- 


ther and mother), I was waked with an unuſual noiſe, 
and preſently after heard the firing of guns. I was 
ſtarting up, in order to enquire into the meaning of this 
alarm, when a maid that waited on me came in and 


told me, a pirate had attacked us, and that it was pro- 


per I ſhould rife, in cafe of accidents, The terror that 
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appeared in her countenance, and her trembling as ſhe 
ſpoke, convinced me that we were in great danger. 
With her aſſiſtance I foon got on my clothes, and ran 
to my mother, whom I found earnelt at her devotions 
by her bed-fide. Some others coming into the cabin, at 
the ſame time I did, interrupted them, and ſhe cried 
out, Where, O] where is the governor?“ -e Safe, 
Madam, as yet,” anſwered one of them, “ but we can- 
not prevail on him to come down, and the balls fly 
45 thick as hail about the deck.“ She was then running 
up to endeavour to perſuade him to have a greater regard 
for his life; but was ſtopt by a ſudden, loud, and confuſed 
noiſe, which to us ſounded as if the top of the ſhip, 
with all the maſts, were breaking down.“ They have 
boarded us! They have boarded us!” cried one of the 
ſailors, with a great oath; * death or ſlavery. We have 
no time to loſe.” With this the uproar over our heads 
grew more violent; and in an inſtant the cabin was 
cleared of all but my mother, myſelf, and two or three 
women ſervants. But with what words can I expreſs 
the conſternation, the horror this poor lady was in! She 
wept, ſhe cried to heaven for relief. One moment ſhe 
preſſed me in her arms, and cried, © My dear Henrietta, 


« Bellgrave! where is my Bellgrave? O! why does his 
courage tranſport him to forget he has a wife and a 
daughter; and thus madly hazard a life on which alone 
ours depends?” A thouſand times did ſhe run to the 
cabin-door, thinking to reach him with her voice ; then 


alarm; but the laſt, and moſt dreadful one, was the 
hght of my dear father, covered with blood, and ſup- 
ported between two men. As ſoon as they had laid him 
on the bed, My dear,” ſaid he to my mother, © it 
was not in human valour to preſerve our liberty; heaven 
has refuſed its aſſiſtance; the ſhip is taken, and we all 
are ſlaves; the evil is paſt redemptionz do not, by your 
tumultous grief, provoke our conquerors to uſe us 
worſe.” The agony he ſaw her in occaſioned him to 
peak theſe words, which ſhe had no time to reply to. 


what will become of thee?” The next ſhrieked out, 


as precipitately ſtarted back, frightened at ſome freſh . 
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The cabin was in a moment crowded with men, ut, all tl 
ſeemed to be a mingled rabble of all nations, but | 


nga 
equally fierce and terrible in their aſpect. The ca. — 
tain, who, I perceived afterward, was among then, Nit wa 


ve ſome orders in a language which J did not under. whict 
ſtand; but the effect declared they were in our favour; 


| of op 
for the greateſt part of thoſe wretches, whoſe counte. Engl 
nances added to the horror of our fate, withdrew; and Myr, 


left only himſelf and three or four more with us, one d 
whom happened to be a Frenchman, and afterwar! 
ſerved as an interpreter between his officer and my fa. 
ther. On being informed who we were, he had the 
humanity to command my father's wounds to be taken 
care of, and to permit us to remain in the cabin; but 
all the reſt, except two women ſervants belonging to 
us, were confined under hatches. Having removed all 
that was molt valuable out of our ſhip into his own, he 
returned into it, and left a mate and ſome few failors t9 
make the beſt way they could with us to Ma 
a large iſland, which has long been a receptacle auch aſy- 
lum for thoſe ſea-robbers, 

We had not been above eight days priſoners to the pi 
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rates, before heaven, indeed, ſent us a deliverance, which lib, 
once more flattered us with hopes of happineſs. The Nil, l 
ſhip that took us, and which ſtill kept company with mere) 
us, it ſeems, had deſcried an £ng/5/ veſſel, which, ſup- Nrater 


poſing it to be richly laden, the captain of the pirates Wrecir 
reœſolved to attack; but. their powder and ſhot being very 
much waſted in the fight with us, they ſent the long- 
boat for a ſupply. 'This occaſioned our lying-by white 
the two ſhips were engaged. The Eu made a bre, 6 
defence; but muſt have been taken at laſt, if, by une x 
unexpected accident, it had not been relieved. Some hat h 
of our men, in the confuſion thoſe were in whom the hade ; 
pirates had left on board us, found means to get theit Hunde 
liberty, and ſoon gave it to their fellows; and preſently Mound 
qverpowering their enemies, killed and threw over - boat ace 
all that offered to make reſiſtance; and our captalMf no 
came to us with the joyful news, that he was now once ny 

more commander of his own ſhip. We then erowdel erm 
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o Wl all the ſails, thinking to eſcape, while the pirate was 
engaged with the Eng/i/b; but unhappily the veſſel had 
. fprung fo great a leak, that thoſe at the pump cried out, 
„ it was impoſhble it ſhould endure two hours fail; on 
1- hich my father, the captain, and whole crew, were 
'; Wot opinion, the beſt expedient we had was to join the 
. Eigliſb veſſel, and aſſiſt her with what ammunition was 
11 Weſt, which indeed was but a ſmall quantity, the greateſt 
part, as I ſaid before, having been ſent for by the pirate. 
ie had, however, a great number of hands; and the 
[2s Engliſh encouraged by ſo unhoped for a relief, fell 
ke brilkly on. Our men, who knew they mult either con- 
<1 Wuer or die, in the midſt of a thouſand ſhot got up to, 
ut and boarded the pirate ſword in hand; where, though 
0 Wmany fell, the reſt did great execution. The Eugliſb 
en ceaſing to fire, becauſe their friends mult have ſuf- 
ve Hired by it equally with their foes, veered about, and 
10 Wboarded the pirate on the other fide; in ſhort, never 
eas a more obſtinate fight; but in the end, heaven gave 
be victory to the juſteſt fide, though nat without a vaſt 

 Weſuſion of blood. The pirates were almoſt all killed 
bor wounded, and their ſhip ſo ſhattered, that the Eu- 
uch , having removed all the effects into their own veſ- 
The el, left it, with the few that yet remained alive, to the 
mercy of the ſeas. Ours was alſo by this time ſo full of 


recipitation, and get on board the Eugliſh. The cap- 


oliteneſs as bravery; and no ſooner heard from my fa- 
er, who we were, and the accidents that had happen- 
d, ſince our leaving {'rance, than he treated us with all 


J auge marks of reſpect imaginable; returned to us. all 
on Wit had been taken from us by the pirate, and which we 
* ad now retaken, and would have obliged my father 
the! 


nd the captain to ſhare with him in the other prizes 
ound on board, in conſideration of the ſeaſonable aſſiſ- 
ance he had received from us; but they would accept 
{ nothing, but what had been their own before; and 
ly defired that they would put in at Tranadad, and 
ermit us to land. The captain ſcemed extremely 
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ater, that we were obliged to quit it with the utmoſt 


an ſpoke French perfectly well, was a man of as much 
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troubled at this requeſt; and told my father he was ſorry 
he had aſked the only thing out of his power to grant, 
the ſhip not being his own, but belonging to a com- 
pany of merchants, to whom he was, in effect, no more 
than a ſervant. That the effects he had cn board were 
of a very great value, and that he could not anſwer the 
putting in at any place to which he had not a commil. 
ſion, much leſs one appertaining to a prince with whom 
his nation was, at that time, at war. Bat,” added he, 
« when we arrive at Bombay, where I am bound, I wil 
take care to repreſent the ſervice I have received from 
you in ſuch a manner to the governor and factory, that 
I dare give your excellency aſſurance of a ſhip to carry 
you, and all belonging to you, to your delired port. 

My father was ſenſible the reaſons he gave were 
juſt; and we were obliged to content ourſelves with the 
proſpect we had, that, after this long voyage, we thoull 
at laſt arrive where we intended. 

We ſhould indeed have paſſed our time pleaſantly 
enough on board this veſſel, had it not been for my mo- 
ther's indiſpoſition, occaſioned by a fright through the 
pirates boarding the veſlel, which every day increaſed 
ſo, that her life was deſpaired of, My father, now per- 
ſectly Tecovered of his wounds, ſtirred not a moment 
from her bedſide; nor would either my duty or affec- 
tion permit me to quit her. She lingered, in this me- 
lancholy decline, for about five weeks; and, when ſhe 
found the hour of her diſſolution approaching, took a 
farewel of my father with more reſolution than could 
have been expected from her: ſo great was her tendernels 
and regard for him, that it even ſurmounted all thoſe 
terrors which generally attend the ſeparation of the ſoul 
from the body. She doubted not but, when ſhe was 
no more, he would be eafily reconciled to the count, 
and return to all thoſe honours and pleaſures of life, 
which his love for her had given ſo long an interruption 
to; and this idea made her quit the world with rather 
a ſhow of ſatisfaction, than the contrary. She embre- 
ced and gave me her bleſſing with the ſame ſerenity; 
then, turning again to my father, conjured him to Kt 
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no accidents or future events make him forgetful of me. 
Theſe were the laſt words ſhe ſpoke, That inſtant her 
pare and ſpotleſs ſoul flew to receive its reward for the 
virtues it had practiſed here, and left us to lament, with 
unavailing tears, ſo great a loſs. 

Though it 1s certain, never man loved with a more 
conſtant and ardent paſſion, than my father, yet he 
had that fortitude peculiar to great minds, not to bewail 
misfortunes which were irrecoverable; a decent forrow 
fat upon his brow, and hung heavy on his heart; but his 
tears were few, and ſoon dried up; nor did he refuſe 
the conſolations given him by the Zng/ih, as well as by 
thoſe of his own people. He would not conſent that 
my mother ſhould be buried in the ſea; but ordered her 
to be embalmed by the ſurgeon of the ſhip, and had 
her laid in a cheſt; reſolving, though dead, ſhe ſhould 
be the companion of his voyage to Bombay, and after- 
ward to his government, where he intended to inter 
her in a manner ſuitable to her birth, her virtue, and 
the affeQtion he had borne her when living. 
But alas! how vain are the deſigns of man, when all- 
difpoling heaven refuſes its aſſent! Not only his dear 
wife, but himſelf alſo was deftined to a watery grave. 
We were ſo near Bombay as to be able to diſcern land, 
when a ſtorm aroſe more violent, as the mariners told 
us, than had ever been known in thoſe ſeas. The ſhip 
was extremely large, and of great burthen ; yet did the 
ſtrength and fury of the waves toſs it to a ſtupendous 
height, then plunge it down again, as from a precipice. 
One moment the gathered ſurges lifted us up as on a 
pinnacle; the next partcd, and ſeemed to ſwallow us in 
the dreadſul gap. Darkneſs came on, our dangers and 
our fears redoubled: the hurricane grew more outrage- 
ous: the maſts, the rudder, were all torn away, the 
waters came pouring inz and one and all cried out, 
«We are loſt! No hope but in the long - boat;“ which 
being immediately thrown out, my father, myſelf, and 
as many of the ſailors as could get in, took to it: too 
many indeed, for it immediately ſunk, and all periſhed 
that were in it, except three perſons, one of whom was 
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een diſturbed; the ſea rolled ſmooth; the, land looked 


tes i - 
ih Ey and pleaſant; a wood behind us, xhoſe trees were 
m. an uncommon height, and loaded with fruit of va- 


ous kinds, invited us to a taſte; others charmed the 
well with their fragrancy; a thouſand birds of diſſerent 
Orts, and ſuch as I had never ſeen before, were hop- 
ing from bough to bough, and chanting out their thanks 
bounteous nature. I will own to you, that for ſome 
moments the novelty of every thing that met my fight 
lyed ſome part of my juſt forrows; but when L 
wumed toward the ſea, that cruel ſepuichre of my dear 
aher, my tears again began to flow. My companions 
ad both of them glaſſes in their pockets; but, though by 


J heir help they could ſee a prodigious diſtance, they 
0 Mould diſcern nothing of the ſhip, nor any tokens of a 
ed rreck. We walked a conſiderable way on the ſands 


by the ſea- ſide, in order to diſcover if it were lodged in 


ey ereck among the rocks, but could not perceive any 
to ing of what we ſought. The Zng/zjn mate, who had 


(cen three times in [ndia before, and was well ac- 
quainted with the nature of the winds and ſeas in thoſe 


ut 

E, Wits, told us, he imagined the veſſel might be driven by 
he Nie current down toward the neck of the harbour; and 
ul MW night then depend a great deal of her cargo would be 


0. Nreſerved. This was ſome little alleviation of my de- 
or pair; for I began already to find the want of the ne- 

ceſſities of nature in my faintneſs, having not ate for 
h; Near 24 hours, The men alſo ſeemed as unable to with- 
in and the calls of hunger as myſelf; and we agreed to 
of {We into the wood and gather fruit, in order to ſuſtain 

wrielves till we ſhould arrive at ſome town. The 
en Nute drew his ſword, and made the cook do ſo too, in 
ke ner, as he told me, to cut down the boughs; but, in 
is, Nrrality, that they might defend theniſelves and me from 
at de wild beaſts; but, as neither the cook nor myſelf 
ny knew any thing of this danger, we went fearleſs on: 
at Nor indeed met with any thing but ſquirrels, monkeys, 
1 a Hd ſome other little harmleſs animals ſporting up and 
its Nown, and which fled at our approach. We all ſet 
ad Neun and ate heartily of the fruit, which was no leſs 
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delicious to the taſte than pleaſant to the eye, Whi 
we were taking this refreſhment, the mate expreſſeq 
ſome trouble, that he knew not what part of the coun 
try we were in, or which way led to any town. le 
was not even poſitive that we were in Bombay, the dark 
neſs of the night and violence of the ſtorm not pe 
N mitting him to have any direction when we made x 
ſhore. We were, however, obliged to ſubmit to ou 
fate; and had no other remedy than to travel on um 
we could happily meet ſome perſon that might give 
information, which we did for many a weary mie 
without being able to diſcover the leaſt trace of an 
human ſtep, The men ſupported this fatigue we 
enough, but I was frequently ready to fall dow 
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through faintneſs; and they were obliged to carry M, ar 
- by turns in their arms, or I could never have been abl pu! 7 
re. 


to go through this painful journey. Night again came 


on, and we ſeemed as far as ever from our hope; ani s Reg 
the mate then informed us of the danger we were ue th 
from wild beaſts; which, he ſaid, it was very lik fall 
might haunt thoſe unfrequented places, eſpecially Me ure 
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night. Both of them then began to work at cuttinq 
down thoſe boughs that ſcemed moſt withered, ani 
made a pile of them: the cook had a flint and ſteel i 
his pocket, and between them, though with an infinit 
deal of labour, they ſet the wood on fire; the ligt 
of which, it ſeems, keeps thoſe creatures at a diſtance 
For my part, I was too faint and weary to give the! 


any aſſiſtance, and laid down. While they were th Infor 
employed for our common ſafety, it was after sers 
agreed, that I ſhould endeavour to take what repoſe men 
could that night, in order to enable me for the ner(''uit 
day's travel; and that each of them ſhould watch alt oy 


nately, to take care the fire did not go out, and i 
rouſe the other, in caſe of any accident. 

The place I had made choice of for my bed was 1 
the root of a tree, whoſe vaſt trunk and low-hung boug! 
at once defended me from the heat of the fire, and frot 
the dews, which are apt to fall very thick in the night 
and, being thus laid as commodiouſly as the place 8 
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gere now in would admit of, not all the diſturbance of 
y mind kept me from falling into a profound ſleep, in 
hich I continued till toward morning, and had doubt- 
b done ſo much longer, but for a ſudden and moſt 
hocking interruption. I thought I was in the arms of 
man, who, while he held me in a ſtrenuous embrace, 
emed to devour my lips with eager kiſſes. Frighted 


aſed as a dream, I now found was a real fact. I 


we, but the villain ſtopped my mouth with his hand, 
nd, thinking to impoſe upon my youth and inno- 
ace, (Do not be alarmed, my dear Henrietta, ſaid 
„J will do you no injury, by heaven! I have loved 
pu, and adored you from the firit minute I beheld 
pu! Permit me but an innocent embrace. I aſk no 
m re.“ The ſound of his voice now made me know it 
5 Reynier, for ſo our cook was called, and at the ſame 
me the indecencies he proceeded to convinced ane of 
te falſhood of his profeſſions. I ſtruggled, I buffeted 
je wretchz but what could my weak reſiſtance have 
led, had not his hand by ſome accident ſlipped 
om my mouth, and gave me an opportunity to ſend 
erh a ſecond ſhriek, ſo vehement, that it ſeemed to 
nd the very air, and after that another, before he 
juld be quick enough to prevent me. 

ance The mate, awaking with my cries, ſtarted up amazed; 
then running to the place where I was, needed no more 
Inform him of the cauſe. ** Monſter!” ſaid he, when 
war rgers of every kind encompaſs us, and that we live a 
oment is owing to the mercy of heaven, is it a time 
tluſt ?” Reynier, enraged at the diſappointment, and 
alten in the leaſt aſhamed of the baſe attempt, told him, 
nd bad no right to countermand his actions; and added 
ne foul name, teſtifying his contempt of him, which 
other not being of a temper to endure tamely, they 
wht, I was ſo terrified and confuſed at the atfront 1 


was 7 


oug! 

frou l received, and the thoughts of what I might receive, 
night the cook ſhould get the better, that I ſtaĩd not to ſee 
ice eiue of the combat, but ran as faſt as my legs could 


woke; and what, if I had been alone, would have 


neked as loud as the ſurpriſe I was in would give me 
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carry me, until I came into a foreſt; where breath, your 
and tired almoſt to death, I fat down beneath the core have 
of ſome trees that grew pretty thick, It was now bu and 1 
a kind of twilight; and I flattered myſelf that ! mig ent 

be hid there, if even chance ſhould direct my intenoe i only 
raviſher that way. Till I thought myſelf ſecure fr; T 


him, my mind was too much engroſſed to think of nM fight, 
other danger, any other misfortune; but now-a thou filled 


ſand terrors aſſailed my poor throbbing heart: th and t. 
beaſts of prey the honeſt Eugliſbman had ſpoke of guiſh 
made me imagine, that every little ruſtling the win and v 
made among tlie leaves, was ſome voracious anin:{ﬀ might 
coming to deyour me. Indeed, the molt ſanguine ei lence 
pectation could not have flattered itſelf with any ho paſſag 
in the ſituation I then was. I-had been, indeed, prefMWcxpre! 
ſerved by a miracle, but could not look for a ſuccelluWenoug 
of ſuch wonders in my favour; and nothing leſs bine. 
thought could afford me either ſhelter, food, or raimentMthan t 
Reſtleſs I quitted my feat, I wandered a little farthe ny e 
I caſt my eyes every way, but could diſcern no hut, tone t 
cottage, no kind ſmoak from any diſtant chimney, tit be 
might direct my weary feet where I might beg a holpMWpleatir 
table protection. Full of deſpairing thoughts, the in re tra 


pollibility there ſeemed for me to prolong my life, ma, v 
me at length leſs fearful of death; and I ſat down agi, w 
reſolving in that poſture to wait my fate, in whatew Henri. 
ſhape heaven ſhould think fit to order it. mit, y. 


The various miſeries, the toils, the dangers I had uWtteſe x 
dergone, in a ſhort ſpace of time, crowded at once ini ed me 
my mind; and my brain being too weak to beat the v the be 
ideas which preſented themſelves to me, even the powEttera 
of reflection was taken from me, and I ſunk as it ve reſt 
into a lethargy of grief. How long my faculties to tout 
mained in this inactivity I know not; but I was rouqgvons.” 
from it by a new terror, which was perhaps the rich a 

thing would have had the power to do it. It was ould: 
voice of the deteſtable Reynier, who, in the deep e fou! 
verie I had been in, I neither heard, nor ſaw approaqÞreath, 
ce You are found again, my lovely fugitive,” (id id he. 
& you might have fled from your deliverer; but ffeaſon 
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ur lover nothing ſhould have concealed you. I would 
have purſued you to the utmoſt corner of the world, 
and torn you even from your dead farher's arms; ſo vio- 
lent is my paſſion, that to gratify it I would ſuffer not 
only all that man, but all that heaven could inflict.” 
The remembrance how he had uſed me reviving at his 
fight, and the apprehenſions theſe words juſtly gave me, 
filled me with ſuch a mixture of ſhame, indignation, 
nd terror, that had I not been preſerved for laſting an- 
i eviſh, ſure I had die that inſtant. I would have ſpoke, 
and was endeavouring to bring forth ſome words that 
night have checked his audacity; but the extreme vio- 
eence of the different emotions I then felt, ſtopped the 
Ml paſſage of my words, and it was only by my eyes I could 
expreſs my meaning. I believe they were intelligible 
enough, however, and made him ſee, that if I were to be 
gained, it mult be by ſofter and more humble methods 
than thoſe he had put in practice. Hate me not for 
my exceſs of love,” reſumed he, in a more reſpectful 
tone than that in which he had at firſt accofted me; if 
it be a fault, or may have hurried me to actions diſ- 
plating to you, blame your own charms, which, as the 
ae tranſcendant, mult have tranſcendant effects. If you 
ak, why I am ſo bold? I may retort the queſtion, and 
alk, why are you ſo beautiful? Believe, O moſt adorable 
Henrietta, that whatever my paſſion enforces me to com- 
nit, you, who inſpire that paflion, are the cauſe.” With 
theſe words he caught hold of both my hands, and pul- 
kd me toward him. Rage at this action now getting 
the better of thoſe agitations which had deprived me of 
tterancez Villain!“ cried I, “ audacious ſlave! how 
dareſt thou even think of me in this manner, much lefs 
to touch me, and inſult me with ſuch odious declara- 
ons.” I went on reproaching him in this manner, 
wh all the violence I could find words to expreſs, but 
ould' perceive it had little effect on him; and when 
de found I had raved and ſtruggled myſelf quite out of 
breath, come, come, my charming eruel Henrietta,” 
hid he, forcing me to ſit down by him, “ conſult your 
eaſon; that will tell you, 2 are wholly in my power; 
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that this moment I could ſatiate my utmoſt wiſhes in 
the poſſeſſion of your charms, in ſpite of all your coy. 
neſs; but my love for you is no leſs tender than it is vio. 
lent. I would enjoy your heart, would engage you to; 
willing return of the affeQion I have for you. I am not 
inſenſible of the diſparity of our birth; but fortune ha 
now reduced you to an equality with me. Are we not 
both in a condition, ſuch as would make us rejoice to 
obtain a piece of bread by begging? Why then thi 
pride, this unſeaſonable haughtineſs? Let us rather en. 
deavour to alleviate the miſery of our preſent circum- 
ſtances, by partaking of thoſe pleaſures nature denies not 
to the meaneſt. We may, if you conſent, baffle the 
malice of our ill ſtars, and be as happy as the firſt cre- 
ated pair in paradiſe. See,“ ſaid he, “I have found two 
arrows, I have packthread about me, and this foreſt wil 
eaſily furniſh me with materials to make a bow. I will 
{hoot birds to ſupply my lovely Heurietta's hunger; vil 
hew out a can with my knife, and fetch her water from 
the brook; will gather her the choiceſt fruits, watch by 
her while ſhe ſleeps, and be her guardian angel. Moved 
by our mutual love and ſufferings, heaven may at lalt 
direct us to ſome place, where we may find ſome of our 
own ſpecies, and there I witl work for her ſupport, 0 
then, continued he, “ deſpiſe me not, but let thoſe 
lovely eyes look with compaſſion on me, take me to your 
boſom, and try the joys of love—joys, which, even in 
this dreadful wild, may make us more completely bleſt 
than monarchs on their thrones.” _ 

All the time he was ſpeaking, though he had ſill 
hold of both my hauds, which 1 in vain endeavoured 10 
get looſe, my face was turned from him, ſo that he fav 
not the tears that fell from my eyes, while internally | 
invoked heaven to ſend me ſome relief; but, having 
ended what he had to ſay at that time, he threw his hea 
upon my breaſt, and conjured me to make him ſome re 
ply. What can I ſay,” cried I as ſiercely as I couid 
« but what thou knoweſt already, that I look on the 
as a wretch unworthy of life; and that I almoſt loal 
myſelf, for being loved by ſo contemptible and fo imp! 
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ous a villain ??—** Then you reſolve I ſhall have re» 
courſe to force, ſaid he. Not force nor fraud ſhall 
zue thee any advantage over me,” anſwered 1; « a juſt 
conſciouſneſs of what we both are leaves me in no dan- 
er of the one, and to prevent the other I can die.” 

« You but deceive yourſelf,” cried the wretch, with 
2 malicious grin, „I will enjoy you firſt, and leave you 
afterward to chuſe what death your fooliſh pride likes 
beſt,” “ O heaven have pity on me!” ſhrieked I out, 
ready to burſt with inward rage and horror. You 
waſte your breath in vain,” ſaid he, there now is none 
to interrupt my pleaſures. He that attempted it I have 
ſent to another world, to boaſt how great a champion 
he has been of virtue here.” —“ Murderous villain!” 
cried I, which was all he gave me leave to ſpeak: he 
that moment aimed to perpetrate his baſe intent; and 
ſure heaven in this dreadful junQture gave me a dou- 
ble portion of ſtrength. I tore, I ſcratched the aban- 
doned monſter; I ſprung from his graſp and fled. He 
purſued and overtook me; again I was in his power. I 
made the foreſt echo with my cries. A lion or a tiger 
to devaur him, or me, or both of us, would now have 
deen a welcome ſight; for I, alas! in ſpite of all the ef- 
torts I made, was near being overcome, near being 
made the prey of a worſe monſter, 4%; when all at 
once ſeyen or eight men came ruſhing through the 
tmcket where we were; and ſceing the violence I was 
kxe to ſuffer, preſerved my honour, and ſtruck the in- 
rader of it dead at my feet, with a kind of javelin one of 
lem had in his hand. | 

| muſt now inform you from whom, and by what 
tnance, I received this unexpected deliverance. You 
iow, my dear Zoa, your father has a fine country- 
houſe, about three leagues from the vaſt foreſt of Chi- 
ena; it was in that foreſt I had ſuſtained the hardſhips I 
lave related, and theſe were men belonging to the ban- 


Jan, who happened to come there, in order to hunt the 


Vid boar. As on thoſe occaſions they always go armed 
Fith javelins and arrows, I ſuppoſe it might be ſome of 
heir arrows, which had miſled their mark, that the 
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wicked Reynier found and mentioned to me. I cannct 
expreſs to you the ſurpriſe wath which theſe Indians 
ſtared upon me: indeed the figure I made might natu- 
rally occaſion them to do ſo; my garments, though rich, 
-drenched in the ſea-water, and dried in the ſun and 
wind, were of a thouſand diſagreeable colours, torn with 
the briars through which I had paſſed, as was alſo my 
fleſh in many places. My hair unfilletted, and hanging 
in wild diforder over my ſhoulders, my looks were, 
doubtleſs, no leſs confuled. All this, joined to the place 
and manner in which they found me, muſt make them 
conclude ſome extraordinary adventure had be fallen me, 
They came round me; they ſurveyed me from head to 
foot, and talked very faſt to one another; but, though! 
had not the leaſt underſtanding in their language, not 
had ever heard it before, I could perceive by their geſ. 
tures, what they ſaid was not in my disfavour. After 
having had their fill of gazing on me, two of them took 
me by each hand, and led me between them through 
the foreſt, helping me, whenever we came to any rough 
way, with tenderneis enough. At length we reached 
where I beheld, what a very little time before I had de- 
ſpaired of ever ſeeing, a houſe; and though I knew not 
what treatment I might find there, or how I was to be 
diſpoſed of, yet I could not help rejoicing to find myſelf 
out of that deſolate wild, and once more among human 
kind. In this faſhion they conducted me into your fa- 
ther's villa; and the firſt room they happened to bring 
me to, was that which I have ſince converted into a bed- 
chamber, and where I write theſe memoirs. Having 
made me fit down, they gave me water and a clean 
towel, which I was very glad of; and as ſoon as I hal 
done waſhing, ſet a plate of rice, and ſome boiled fox! 
before me, with a ſilver mug ſull of water, and a little 
arrack mingled in it. This refreſhed me, and I bleſſed 
heaven for the happy change in my condition; but was 
extremely troubled, that I could neither underſtand my 
benefactors, nor inform them any thing of myſelf, which 
might influence a continuance of their bounty. I eabiy 
perceiyed they were Indiant, but could not be certain they 
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When he had pointed out to me every thing that was 


worthy obſervation, either in the gardens, the fine ban- 
queting room at the upper end, the little grottos adorned 
with ſhells, or the rivulets which run winding in a 
kind of labyrinth, and meet in the middle, where they 


form a kind of canal, we returned into the hall, where, 
the table being ſpread, we ſat down to dinner. His treat- 
ment of me during the repaſt, was conformable to the 
reſt—all good manners mixed with an air of kindneſs, 
The cloth was fcarce taken away, when a ſervant came 
haſtily. into the room, and ſaid ſomething to his maſter, 
at which he ſeemed extremely pleaſed. Ihe occaſion 
of it was this: being poſſeſſed of a paſſion for me, 
which, unhappy as it has made me, I muſt do him the 
juſtice to allow, was no leſs fincere than violent, and 
troubled that he could neither communicate his thoughts 
to me, nor be informed who I was, or by what ſtrange 
accident I came to be expoſed in the manner his ſervants 
had related, he had ſent immediately to town, offerin 

a large reward to any one who could ſpeak the lan- 
guages of Europe, to come and ſerve as an interpreter 
between us. The perſon who went on this commiſſion 
was ſucceſsful enough to find a man, who ſpoke Dutch, 
Engliſh, and French. This man being preſently brought 
mto the room, the banyan, after ſome diſcourſe with 
him, bade him try me in all languages he was maſter of, 
which he did by ſpeaking to me firſt in Dutch, then in 
Engliſb; but, finding I underſtood neither, at laſt he 
aked me in French, what part of Europe I was born in, 
and on what occafion I had come to India? Never were 
any ſounds more pleaſing to my ear than what this fel. 
low uttered. I was quite tranſported at having an oppori 
tunity of relating who I was, becauſe by that I hoped to 
obtain ſome means of returning into Europe. I heſitated 
not a moment to let him know I was of that country, 
in whoſe language he laſt ſpoke” to me; and then pro- 
ceeded to give the whole narrative of my misfortunes; 
having done which; he repeated in the Maldyan tongue 
tothe banyan, who ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my! ſtory; and 
bid his interpreter afſure mo of his'readjneſs to-ſerve/me 
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in every thing in his power. I then deſired to know the 
name of the country I,was inz and, being told it va 
Bombay, ſaid, I intended to petition the Agi facto 
for means to carry me home. But this my intention 
was no ſooner mentioned to the banyan, than lie ot. 
dered the man to acquaint me I was at. a great diſtance 
from the colony; and that he, who often had buſineſs 
with them, and could boaſt of ſome intereſt, would un- 
dertake to ſolicit this matter for me. This anſwer wx 
not altogether ſo pleaſing to me. I wiſhed to be out of 
the power of a man whoſe inclinations I dreaded, and to 
addreſs the Engliſh in perſon, who being chriſtians, 
though different in ſome points from our perſuaſion, l 
doubted not but they would take pity on my diſtreſs, ! 
made therefore ſome excuſes to evade giving him trou- 
ble, but they availed not: the banyan anſwered, that, as 
it was his good fortune to be the firſt that was ſervice- 
able to me in that country, he was reſolved to have the 
honour of completing the good offices he had begun. On 
this it came into my head, to endeavour to make this 
man my friend, and prevail on him to carry a letter or 
meſſage from me to the governor of Bombay, who, I hal 
heard the Eng/i/b mate ſay, was a perſon of great worth 
and honour; but then I was deterred by the belief, that 
this fellow was a creature of the banyan's, who might 
betray the confidence I repoſed in hun; ſo mentioned 
nothing but what was proper to be repeated to him. 
The banyan, indeed, pretended an impatience equal to 
my own, for the accompliſhment of what I defired; and 
went to. town the next day, on purpoſe, as he ſaid, to 
acquaint the Engii/h with my adventures, leaving the 
anterpreter with me, that I might by him communicate 
my commands to his ſervants, who he had ordered to 
be very obſequious to mm. | 
His abſence: ridding me for a time of the diſquiets | 
was under, I diyerted myſelf with aſking the interpreter, 
who I found was a Dutchman, many queſtions, as, bow 
long ſince he had been in France? What had accaſioned 
dis going there? How he came to, ard in what ſtatioh 
he was at Seng? On which he told me, that, being 
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he {Were of Bombay; becauſe I remembered the Engli/b mate 
nad ſeemed doubtful, whether it was on that country 
x7 Wye wete caſt, or on ſome other. I earneſtly wiſhed it 
on might be ſo, that I might apply to the factory, judging, 
or- ey the virtue and goodneſs of that man, that the En- 
ce % would commiſerate my misfortunes, and do me 
buſtice, in caſe any thing belonging to my father ſhould 
me been found among the wreck: but, though I ſaw a 
great number of people paſſing in and out of the houſe, 

ere were none among them that had the appearance 
f an European. I was left alone ſome hours, after they 
had taken away the. remains of what they brought for 
ny refreſhment; but at laſt I ſaw a very graceful Indian 
enter, attended by three or four of thoſe who had found 
e in the foreſt, and ſome others: he looked on me 


„u {With the ſame wonder they had done, but was not ſo loſt 
ce> Wn it, as not to accoſt me with a great deal of civility. 
the Ws I knew by the reſpect paid him, and the diſtance 


rich which all the reſt behaved, that he was the maſter 
pf them and of the dwelling, I returned him thanks in 
rench for the favours I had received, but had the 


hal Wnortification to find he underſtood not one word of 
2th hat I ſaid, any more than the others had done. The 


otions I made, however, made him gueſs at my 
eming; and being inſtantly poſſeſſed with ſentiments 
or me, which at that time 1 little apprehended, and 
4s as little deſirous of inſpiring, he made a fign to all 
reſent to quit the room, and, ſeating himſelf near me, 
gan to kiſs my hands with an extremity of ardour. 
This action ſo frighted me, that, thinking I was fallen 
to the power of a ſecond Reynier, I cried out, 4 O 
dd what will become of me!” and at-the ſame time 
urſt into a flood of tears. Though he knew not the 
vords I ſpoke, yet the agony that appeared in my face; 
tile uttering them, rendered their meaning, as he has 
ce told me, perfectly intelligible; and, willing to put 
end to my apprehenſions, he let go my hands, made 
low bow, in token of entreating pardon for what he 
done, and preſently went out of the room. 442] 
Soon after, two Indian Ru came in; and, making 
3 
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a ſign for me. to-follow them, conducted me to a ven 


4 marie! 
handſome chamber furnithed much in the ſame marr, ane 
ner I had been accuſtomed to in France. The bed val e lcar: 
compoſed of mattraſſes laid one upon another ; the cu g/ 
tains about it were of the fineſt chints, as were alſo nd all 
hangings of the room. There were tables, chairs, glaſs, anc 
and, in ſhort, every thing perfectly commodious; bu. w. 
what pleaſed me moſt, was a great iron bat on the nn, a 
ſide of the door, which as ſoon as they had left me lane a 
lid not fail to make faſt. Notwithitanding the vait {ad fall 
tigues I had endured, the anxiety of my mind wou ums 
not ſuſfer me to fall into a ſlumber till toward mondould 
ing; but when I did, it was entirely undiſturbed vit e by 
any ideas of my palt misfortunes, or warnings of tho im te: 
ſucceeding ones I was ordained to ſuffer. I awoke n bhich 
till very late, on hearing a knocking at my door, accom ne, I 
panied with a female voice, which cried out io mis lit 
are you awake, fair ſtranger?” Though I knew noWould 
what ſhe ſaid, I ſuppoſed it time to riſe, and that Me bar 
was come to call me up. I therefore got out of bed, ung, 
having. thrown my gown about me, opened the doo vas t 
which ſhe immediately ſhut again, and preſented n him 


with a very rich Indian habit, which ſhe helped mett 
put on, making ſigns to me, that my own was dim 
and unfit for me to wear. I was no ſooner drefled, that 
another came in and brought chocolate and a ſort d 
cake; and all this was ſerved me with a reſpect, whid 
would have been flattering enough to my youthful 
nity, had it not been checked by. my apprehenfions« 
the motive which excited it. | | 
After I had breakfaſted, they ſhowed me into th 
great hall. where their maſter, (I need not ſay your f 
ther) waited my coming. He roſe to receive me wit 
the utmaſt civility, ſmiled, and, taking up one of u 
long ſleeves, ſeemed to teſtify how well he thought n 
dreſs became me. He then led me into the gardens, t 
beauty of which, and the vaſt variety, and to me n 
flowers, very much charmed me. He plucked ſome o 
the moſt curious, and placed them in my hair, and u 
my breaſt, but with the greateſt modeſty and reſped. 
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nariner on board a Dutch merchant, the veſſel was tak- 
u, and that it was during the time he was a priſoner 
e learned the language: that afterward engaging in the 
uM ng/1/þ ſervice, he arrived at a knowledge of their tongue, 

Wn alſo of the Malayan by coming frequently into In- 


ow was ſettled; that he was married to an Indian wo- 
jan, and had ſeveral children. I then aſked him the 
ame and rank of the perſon under whoſe protection I 
ad fallen. On which he gave me the moſt high enco- 
ums of him; and added, that whoever he marrried 
ould be the happieſt woman in the world. This I 
hare but very little ear to, and, to amuſe myſelf, made 
n teach me ſeveral phraſes in the Malayan language, 
hich I really found fo eaſy, that, in about ten days 
me, I could be able to aſk for any thing I wanted; and 
his little ſtudy beguiled many melancholy hours I 
ould otherwiſe Kave paſſed. I now began to wiſh for 
e banyan's return, thinking, by the anſwer he ſhould 
ting, I might be able to form ſome judgment of what 
was to expect; but we neither ſaw nor heard any thing 
him for a whole month. At length he came and pre- 
ded (for, alas! I afterward found all he ſaid was but 
d delude me), that he had tarried all that time, waiting 
Ir the governor's recovery, who was ill of a fever, and 
ontinued ſtill in a condition which would nor ſuffer 
im to ſee any company. He told me, he had related 
\ hiſtory to ſeveral of the Engliſh merchants, but they 


ns aemed extremely cold and backward of doing any thing 

me, which, he ſuppoſed, was owing to the war be- 
o een the two nations; and that, as to my father's ef- 
ur fees, whatever were on board that ſhip were entirely 


oi, ſhe being ſunk with her whole cargo. 
This intelligence drew. a flood of tears from my 


ht m es, with which he ſeemed extremely moved, and told 
1s, e, in the moſt tender terms, as the interpreter informed 
» neue, and which 1 now partly underſtood myſelf, that I 


me d not any cauſe for this immoderate grief: that a little 
me, he hoped, would bring the Eugliſb into more con- 
leration of my diſtreſs, and that while I remained in 


n and being much among the natives, with whom he 
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Bombay, though it were for ever, his houſe, and eren reſreſt 
thing in it, ſhould be at my diſpoſal. I thanked him, M Po. 
his hoſpitality, had it been unmixed with any other _ pl: 
views, would have indeed deſerved; but, whatever m rithol 
thoughts were on that head, 1 concealed them with al En 
the little {kill I was miſtreſs of, and ſeemed uncaſy only «op 
at the trouble his generoſity and good-nature occaſione(M">. 
him on my ſcore. , But this he would hear nothing of cho 
and endeavoured to abate my melancholy by all the * 
ways he could invent. He made ſome of his peopt * 
dance before me; others ſung, and ſome played on inſt” 1 
ments. The interpreter having told him what a pre 110 
| __ I had made in the language of the country, he be fit 
| leemed in an extacy, and cried out,“ then I may hope abvtat 
every thing in Jzdia is not diſagreeable to the lovely 3 
Henrietta.” As I perfectly underſtood theſe words, Me“ 
took upon me to anſwer without the help of an inter. - 
preter, that as yet I had found nothing ſo, and hope. 
to leave it with the ſame opinion 1 at preſent had. H ler 
made no direct reply, but told the Dutchman, that be 
was either an excellent tutor, or his pupil muſt have 2 
uncommon genius, to be able not only to underſtan 
| but to pronounce, with ſo much grace and propriety 
the accents of a language that, a month ago, ſhe had n« 
ver heard. After this, whenever dinner or ſupper v 
ſerved in, he made me tell him, out of which diſh 
would be helped, to drink to him, and, in ſhort, io 
every thing 1 would have, in Malayan. The wome! 
o, who attended me in my chamber, were highly d 
ighted that they. could make themſelves underſtood | 
e; and, when they drefled or undreſſed me, ente 
tained me with ſome diſcourſe or other; and this, in 
very ſmall time, made me ſo perſect in the language, tha 
I could hold any copverſation in it. Some days paſſe 
on, in which I had every thing done to divert 
thoughts, and nothing to aſſure me the fears I had ei 
tertained had any real foundation, till the banyan, ha 
pening to be alone with me in the garden, led me int 
one of thoſe grottos, which, you know,, in the hotte 
ſeaſon, are never without a certain coolneſs extreme 
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refreſhing» We fat down on one of the benches, juſt 
ppoſite to the entrance, which gave us a proſpect of the 
ſun playing on the tops of trees, and gilding all around, 
zithout our feeling any thing of its parching influence. 
Is not this pleaſant, Henrietta?” ſaid he.“ Might not 
ny one find in India ſufficient for content, without de- 
ring to roam elſewhere ?”—* Doubtleſs,” anſwered I, 
(thoſe who have their ſettlements here, have no reaſon 
p murmur at their lot; but thoſe, whoſe dependance lies 
n other parts, can but half reliſh the delights of this,” 
«The way to make you like it then,” reſumed he, 
is to fix you here. But I fear, not all the pleaſures of 
ke ſituation would atone for the complexion of the in- 
abitants. Our tawny colour is irkſome to your eyes, 
lou cannot bear to look on what is ſo different from 
urſelf,” “ I have been always taught,” anſwered I, 
(that true beauty is ſeated in the mind, and that we 
ught to be attracted only by virtue; and I hare hitherto 
blerved that leſſon, always to eferm people according 
0 their action.“ Have mine ever been offenſive ?” 
ied he, haſtily. © Your's! Sir,” ſaid I, very much ſur- 
ried; © can the charity, compaſſion, and hoſpitality, to 
hich I am fo much obliged, be ever too much, or too 
atefully acknowledged?“ —“ No, Henrietta, no,” an- 
vered he, with a ſigh, I have conferred no obliga- 
ons on you. I could not act otherwiſe than I did. From 
de inſtant I beheld your charms, I became no longer 
te maſter of myſelf, or any thing I before was in poſ- 
eln of. You ſeized on all at once, and left me no- 
ing, but the name of ſlave. Goddeſs of my foul?”” con- 


jouth, “ love you! I adore you!“ 
Never was confuſion greater than mine at that in- 
Want; I bluthed, I trembled, but had not power to ſpeak, 
e trembled too, though from a different cauſe; and, 
ding I was ſilent, had the temerity to ſnatch ſome 
ſes from my lips and breaſt. I ſtruggled, but, finding 
ly refiltance ineffectual, Why, Sir,” cried I, „ will 
bu deſtroy all the merit of your favours, by uſing me 
this unworthy manner? I know what: it'is to {uffer 


uued he, taking hold of my hand, and putting it to his 
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hardſhips; and, be aſſured, I will hazard every thing who 
rather than be ſubjected to inſults of this nature.” Ther tore 
words had all the effect 1 ſpoke them for. He imme cc 
diately drew back, only retained that hand he had t:ke 
at firſt, and, preſſing it tenderly between both hi; 
« Why, charming Henrietta, will you put ſo cruel a co 
ſtruction on the innocent demonſtrations I would yin 

you of the ardency of my paſſion? Heaven only kno 
the tortures I have ſuſtained, in forbearing to ſhock you 
modeſty with too ſudden a declaration, and ſure it oug 
not ſo much to alarm you, when J proteſt, by all tho 
powers we worſhip, that I never had any other than ſuꝗ ¶ anſw 
deſigns upon you, as are agreeable to virtue, and to hofEany o 
nour. No, Henrietta; permit me to be your lover, alt is 
by the ſame powers, 1 ſwear never to be your rav;/br, WW for 
Alas! Sir,” anſwered I, © what is it you require ofifſyou a 
me? Or, what can infer from the diſtinction you hy ville 
made?” —*< All I entreat,” ſaid he, “ is, that you vi hour 
liſten to my ſuit, and permit me to endeavour, by arguMwhic! 
ments, to win you to a more favourable opinion cf nſtant! 
paſſion and perſon. If now and then, I feaſt my {ane to 
miſhed wiſhes with a touch of this dear hand, or cveiſearth, 
ſteal a kiſs from thoſe enchanting lips, impute it not iof co1 
the forerunner of greater liberties, which I again bin l mad 
myſelf by oath never to take without your free conſent. dd ar 
Though I was ſomewhat more aſſured than I laWcore 
been, by theſe aſſeverations, yet I could not think of ifurge 
cenling a flame I was determined never to return, vibe « 
out an extreme reluctance; and I remained irreſolute people 
what terms I ſhould reply. | e did 
Lou heſitate even to allow me this,” ſaid he; “ buMhey p 
my deareſt Henrietta, when you reflect on the ſtraigerer 

ways by which you were brought to me, how, among ore 
the numerous partakers of your voyage, you were aui 
preſerved; what dangers of every kind you were expoiieare t 
to; what miſeries you endured, till, almoſt nuraciilmly 
louſly, conducted to my roof, you mult believe with ikcute, 
ſome ſupernatural power interpoſed, ſnatched you fir. 
ruin, and made it your fate you ſhould be mine. Yee, «1 
continued he, © thou ſofteſt, lovelieſt creature, the go ou h 


morc 
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2M whom 1 adore, ſent thee to me, as the choiceſt bleſſing. 
tore ward my piety and zealous obſervance of their laws.“ 
0 Ali, Sir,” cried I, “ miſtake not the will of heaven, 
e who ſent me to you, only as an object to exerciſe your 
is compaſſion and your bounty; to give you the higheſt no- 
bleſt pleaſure, that of doing good: thoſe joys which love 
affords, ſcem too weak, in my opinion, to come in com- 
petition with the other; but, if there are any to be found 
in the gratification of that paſſion, you may partake 
them with ſome maid, whole religion and cuſtoms are 
more agreeable to your own.” “ No, Henrietta, no,” 
anſwered he; © the united charms of your whole ſex, in 
any other than yourſelf, would give me ſhort-lived bliſs, 
lt is you, and you alone, can make me truly happy; and, 
as for the difference of religion, I doubt not, but when 
you are well acquainted with our way of worſhip, you 
will allow our gods more benevolent than youhave found 
your own.” This blaſphemy ſtruck me with a horror 
which was very viſible in my countenance, and I in- 
ſtantly cried out, O! Sir, rather kill me, than compel | 
me to hear aught irreverent of the maker of heaven and 7 
earth,” I could ſee a ſmile, which had ſomething in it / 
Wot contempt, upon his countenance, at the exclamation - 

I made; but he was too artful to ſuffer it to continue, or 
d any thing which might increaſe my diſquiet on this 
ſeore: on the contrary, he told me, that he would never 
ige me to a change of faith; that I might enjoy my 
wn opinion undiſturbed; and pretended, that provided 
tople acted according to the rules of virtue and reaſon, 
e did not think it any matter of moment to what gods 
hey prayed, I ſay, but pretended; for in reality there 


| « hy 


{tran Wcrer was a greater bigot to the idol-worſhip, nor a 
dong ore prophane contemner of the divine. myſteries of 
e dar ſianity. It was near ſun-ſet before I was ſuffered to 
expoeare the grotto, nor then, 'till I had promiſed to liſten 
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almly to his amorous addreſſes. All ſupper I was per- 
cuted in the ſame manner, and when I counterfeited a 
ow ſineſs, and deſired to retire, *cruel Henrietta?” cried 
c ſee the little effect all my tenderneſs. has on you. 
ou hate me! My ma” inſupportable to you; and 
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much I fear it never will be in my power to render {+ 5 
leſs ſo: yet, to prove the true reſpect I bear you, I il 1 


not detain you here. Perhaps, when left alone to medi. ry 
tate, you will think I deſerve not to be treated wit! fh 8 
much abhorrence.” He ſpoke this with an air of ſuch i 
real grief, that I could not keep myſelf from being af. 5 


feed with it. Ah, Sir!” anſwered I, with ſors 
emotion, © I am far from tecling any abhorrence of you ha 
en the contrary, the benefits F have received from you, 
make me regard you as my only friend, my patron, my 
protector, and even to love you with the affection of x 
ſiſter.” . Henrietta! Henrietta!” cried he, with a voice ho 
which expreſſed as much ſatisfaction as that he had lat a 
ſpoke in was the reverſc; All thou haſt loſt, thou ſhal: 
find amply reſtored in me. I will ever be to thee more 
than all the world. But, if it be true you love me as 4 ks 
filter ſhould, confirm it, by permitting me ſuch an em- 
brace as a brother ought not to be refuſed.” * 
I nov repented what I had ſaid, and ſhuddered with Her 
apprehenſions of the conſequence, while he held me 
folded in his arms for ſeveral minutes. All this night [WF be: 
paſſed in anxieties not to beexprefled. All my reſource 
was to my prayers, in which I continued *till the women 
came into my chamber. I was no ſooner dreſſed, than kn 
they told me, that the Dutchman, being about to depart, bee 
deſired to take leave of me; on which I ordered he {hou fn 
be admitted. Having diſcovered in him a mercenary m 
ture, I-imagined that, if I could make it his intereſt u 
be faithful to me, he would be ſo. I then laid open al 
my ſoul to him, concealed not the declaration made me 
'by the banyan; the averſion I had to any propoſals of that 
kind, and the terrors I was hourly in on his account: 
and then ventured to let him know, that, if any thing 
could be invented for my eſcape, I would quit his houſc 
and venture every thing that might befal me. If there 
fore, continued I, “ you will be fo good as to provid 
ſome diſguiſe for me, I will go away by night, and tra! 
to the Engliſh factory; who, I am certain, cannot be 
inhuman as to refuſe me a paſſage in one of their ſhy 
to ſome chriſtian country, whence I may eakily go! 
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France. To recompence what trouble you may take 
on this occaſion, be aſſured, that, as ſoon as I arrive at 
the factory, I will beſtow upon you this ring; it is a dia- 
mond of value, and all my ill-fortune has left me.” In 
ſpeaking this 1 ſhewed the jewel, the glitter of which 
ſeemed to have all the eſtect I wiſhed it ſhould upon 
him; and, after a very little heſitation, he aſſured me, 
that within three days I ſhould hear from him to my ſa- 
tisfaQtion; but adviſed me in the mean time, to treat the 
banyan in a mauner that ſhould give him room to hope I 
was leſs averſe to his deſires, leſt a contrary behaviour 
ſhould provoke him to have recourſe to force. 

Thinking that, if I ſtaid too long in my n the 
banyan might ſuppoſe it was only to avoid him, I went 
down into the hall, where I expected to find him, as was 
his cuſtom, waiting to receive me; but now Fas there, 
as near as I can gueſs, two hours before he came: at laſt 
he entered, and had a letter in his hand.“ My dear 
Henrietta,” faid he, . how forry am I to be the bearer 
of news which I fear will give you pain, but you muſt 
be told it. I have juſt now received a letter from one 
of the Eugliſb merchants, who aſſures me, in the name 
of the whole factory, that, as there is at preſent ſo vio- 
lent an animoſity between the two nations, nothing can 
be done for one of your's, eſpecially for a perſon of the 
fannly of one who was the intended governor of Irana- 
dad, and who, had he lived, had doubtleſs a commiſſion 
to give what annoyance he could to their trade; fo that 
tow you have indeed no dependance but on me.” My 
heart funk in me while he ſpoke, but ſoon recovered 


itſelf, on the belief that this was all an artiſice, as in- 


deed it was, to reduce me to the neceſſity of complying 
with his will. Following the Dutchman's advice, I there- 
fore only ſaid, © then J find there are barbarians amon 

chriſtians. ys Aye,“ returned he, with ſome vehe- 
ence, < ſuch as you will never find among the Ju- 
dians,” The whole day I ſo well ſupported an affecta- 
tion of good humour, as, I imagined, paſſed upon him 
for reality. I now ſeemed to give a leſs reluctant ear 
to the projections. he made me of his love; ſutfercd him 
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to hold my hand for hours together, without offering to ¶ wait 
' ſnatch it from him, and even to kiſs me without ſtrug. Wl jou u 
gling. He ſeemed tranſported at my condeſcenſion, 
and, preſſing me to his boſom, cried, © O my Henrietta! Tt 
ſhall I ever prevail on you to believe it will be your hap. Wl me tc 
pineſs, as well as mine, to allow me greater favours” MW anw 
This action making me fear I had over-aCted my part, I Hol. 
ſprung from his embrace: Remember, Sir,” ſaid I, par. 
the vow you have made; nor wound my modeſty with WW —* 
freedoms, I ſhould be unworthy your affection to permit, Th 
I yet am young, and a virgin, nor can at once reſign niy ¶ pine 
heart: grant me at leaſt a little time.” —* You ſhall god, 
have all you aſk,” replied he, “ but let that time be li- {Wivcr! 
mited. Say but you will be mine, and when, and I will chou, 
attend the bliſsfal hour with cold European patience.” ¶ ume 
« I cannot promiſe any thing,” ſaid I; “ but, if you love thing 


me truly, you will try how far my gratitude, and the re- co. 
ſpect I have at preſent for you, will work by degrees be at 
upon my ſoul.” —©« Well, I muſt be content,“ rejoined {cies 
he, © with what you are pleaſed to grant.“ but t 

After this I could perceive he was a little thoughtful, Mid 
though he endeavoured to conceal it, but behaved to me ¶ ſvea 
with the ſame tenderneſs as ever. 'This continued for T 
two days, and part of the third from the Dutchmar's de- erer 
partare, during all which time the pain I was in for fear le v 
he ſhould not keep his word, ard the force I did myſelf ber 
in ſuffering the banyan's importunities, rendered my life {Wpote: 
very irkſome. At laſt the Dutchman came under the {Wine 


pretence of ſearching for ſome papers, which, if he had our 
not left behind, he ſaid, were of great conſequence to . Be 
him; but, in reality; to flip a letter into my hand, which Whicp 
having done unperceived by any one, he went away Wizone 
again, and I took hold of the firſt moment I was left Ide: 
alone, to ſee what he had given me contained. Theſe hat 
were the words: bouſ 


.« TIF you perſiſt in your reſolution of leaving the banyan's Navi 
houſe, come into the garden about midnight, and by the fide Fen 
of the banquetting room, y:u will find the habit of a ſlave. 1 Wy © 
thought that the propereſt diſguiſe to conceal you. I will vil 
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quait for yon on the back of the garden, in order to conduct 
yu where you fo much wiſh to be.” 


The banyan being that evening extremely preſſing for 
me to fix the moment of his happineſs; / to-morrow,” 
anſwered I,“ you ſhall know my reſolution.” —* Your 
reſolution!” cried he, “ that may be to doom me to de- 
ſpair; but tell me, may I hope it will be in my favour?” 
— Yes, Sir,“ ſaid I, & if you continue to defire it.“ — 
That, you may be convinced, is paſt a doubt,” re- 
joined he; to- matrow, you ſay. Swear then, by your 
god, you will be mine to-morrow.” — “ There is no an- 


ſwering for , events,” faid I (very cunningly as I then 


thought); „“ but if I live, and ſee you to-morrow in the 


ſame ſentiments you now profeſs, I will refuſe. you no- 
thing.” —* But yet you have not ſworn,” reſumed he; 
* confirm the charming promiſe with a vow, that I may 
be aſcertained of my bliſs, and paſs this night in exta- 
ties of imagination, Which can be exceeded by nothing 
but the reality of the next. Well then to ſatisfy you, 
laid I, “by the all- ſeeing ruler of this wide creation, I 
lwear to keep inviolably the promiſe I have made.? 
The banyan appeared tranſported, and kiſſed my hand 
ſereral times; but yet I thought with leſs feryour than 
be was accultomed to; he alſo talked but little, and 
when I made a motion to retire to my chamber, he qp- 


poled ĩit not, and only ſaid, embracing me at the, ſame 


ume, “ take heed, my lovely Henrietta, you perform 
your vow,” I only-ſmiled, and. took my leave. 

Being got to my chamber, I ſuffered the women to 
piepare- me for bed as uſual; but as ſoon as they were 
zone I put on my clothes again, waiting impatiently for 
de appointed time, which 1 was obliged to ſtay ſome- 
Flat beyond, imagining I heard ſome noiſe in the 
bouſe, as if all the family were not in bed. At laſt, 
inding all huſhed and ſilent, I ventured down, and, 
huing opened the door ſoftly, got into the garden, 
nembling at every ſtep, leſt ſome accident ſhould retard 
my intended flight; and then ſaid I to myſelf, hat 
vil become of me *, vow 1 have made? I met 
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with nothing, however, to give me any alarm; and on 
my coming to the banquetting room, found the habit 
as the Dutchman's letter had informed me. I preſently 
exchanged my taffety robe for the habit of a ſlave; and 
got over the little fence that parts that ſide of the gar. 
den from the meadow, where I found my expected 
guide, and put myſelf under his conduct. He told me 
mult arm myſelf with patience, for we had many 
weary mile to travel, before we ſhould come to any ſe. 
cure place of reſt; but I was ſo overjoyed at my del. 
verance, that I thought I could walk for ever. We n. 
ther ran indeed, in order, as he ſaid, to gain a conf. 
derable diſtance before I ſhould be miſſed, and conſe- 
quently purſued, We had not purſued our journey 
above half a league, when all on a ſudden we-heard a 
great noiſe, and preſently found ourſelves encompaſel 
by ſeveral men, who, all at once, cried out, © a vo- 
man! a woman! We will ſhare her among us.“ They 
fell upon the Dutchman, and, as I thought, killed him: 
then ſeized on me, and made uſe ot ſome expreſſions, 
which, joined to the ſurpriſe and fright I was in before, 
took away my ſenſes, and I fell down in a ſwoon, 
Whether any attempts were made to bring me to my. 
ſelf, or not, or by what means I was conveyed from 
that place, I was not capable of knowing; but the fit 
objects that preſented themſelves to my returning ſenſes, 
were the two very women who'had been uſed to attend 
me, and who now ſeemed buſy in applying things for 
my recovery. My brain was yet weak: I ſaw not pre- 
ſently where I was; and, though I perfectly knew then, 
the idea of theſe dreadful men, in whoſe power I had 
been but a moment before, to my thinking was ſo ſtrong 
in my head, that I talked of nothing but rapes and mut- 
ders. But this delirium Hhafted only a ſhort ſpace reaſon 
returned, and ſhewed me what a wretch I was, I ſound 
that I was again in the power of the banyan, under hi 
roof, and on the ſame bed as I had ever lain upon, ſince 
my being firſt preſented to him. I aſked the women ſe- 
veral queſtions concerning this adventure; but all tht 
fatisfation J could get from them was, chat thei 


©, 
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maſter would anſwer me. By this I gueſſed it would not 


he long before I ſaw the banyan; and the ſhame of hav- 


ing deceived him, joined to the apprehenſions I before 
had of him, was ready to throw me into a fecond faint- 
ing. It was day before he entered; and, though he had 
il the marks of the moſt heavy diſpleaſure on his brow, 
| could perceive a ſullen ſatisfaction through the gloom. 
| was {till on the bed, and as ſoon as he appeared I 
pulled the coverlet over my face. Well may you hide 
yourſelf, ungrateful and perfidious maid,” ſaid he; * not 
only falſe to me, but to your god, who teſtiſies his ab- 
horrence of your crimes, aad, had he no greater pity, 
would abandon you to all you ſeem moſt to dread. But 
come,” continued he, throwing off the coverlet, “ let me 
ſee what form that deceitful face now wears, and whe- 
ther it yet has charms to diſarm my indignation.” —« I 
wiſh not that it ſhould,” cried I, with all the courage as 


| could maſter up, and aſk no favour, but immediate 


death. Since my hard fate has again thrown me into 
our power, kill me, and eaſe me of the agonies I ſuf- 
© and yourſelf of the diſquiets you feel on my ac- 
count.“ “ No,” reſumed he, I have another, and 
more plealing way of ſatiating my revenge; when that 
is completed, you ſhall be free to diſpoſe of yourſelf as 
you think fit. Prepare,” continued he, turning to the 
women who were ſtill in the room, this perverſe creas 
ture, in the beſt manner you can, to give me an hour's 
dwerſion; then bring her to my chamber.“ He went 
out with theſe words. 

Theſe creatures then, who had no ſenſe of woman- 
hodd, or notion, but of obeying their imperious maſter, 
began to ſbrip off the habit I had on, and by force dreſt 
me in a rieh Indian gown; I all the time weeping, tear- 
ing my hair, and invoking heaven to ſtrike me dead that 
moment. I was then conducted, or rather dragged, to 
the place where I expected to have what was dearer far 
to me chan liſe, ſacrificed to brutal Juſt and eruelty. 
Whether the ſight of my diſtreſs moved him with ſome 
little pity, I know not, but his countenance. ſeemed to 
hare loſt great part of iis late fierceneſs; and making a 
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fign to thoſe that brought me, to leave us alone together; 
% Well, Henrietta,” ſaid he, is it thus you endeavour 
to abate my juſt reſentment? Is it by tears and ſullen 
filence you think to win me to a forgetfulneſs of what ig 
palt?” I would now have ſpoke, but ſomething roſe in 
my throat, and ftopped the paſſage of my words; and! 
could, for a confiderable time, anſwer only with ſobs, 
groans, and all the ſymptoms of unutterable grief. © Ob. 
{tinate, fooliſh. girl,” cried he, 4 I might. rather haye 
expected you would have tried to awaken: in me that 
tendernefs, which ſo long pleaded in your favour, 
Where are now the arts, the counterfeited ſoftneſs and 
regard you could yeſterday ſo well put on, in order to 
deceive me? “ If my words contradicted my ac- 
tions,” anſwered I, caiting down my eyes, © it was cruel 
neceſſity enforced me it. Heaven knows ] with not to 
diſſemble with youz and I now again, with the mot 
perfect ſincerity, avow my heart was never inſenſible of 
your favours, though incapable of being touched with 
ur love.”—< O! thou fly evader,” . reſumed he, 
e couldſt thou be grateful for the effects, yet ungrate- 
ful to the cauſe from whence they ſprung? What motive, 
but my love, induced me to give thee my protection 
And what return, but love, hadſt thou to make met” 
A know not what it is to love,” faid I; „ but have 
been told it is not the effect of choice, but chance; a 
ſecret ſympathy, which attaches: us, in ſpite of our- 
ſelves, to the beloved object.“ True,” anſwered he, 
« and you have found a proof of it in me. I have loved 
you, Henrietta, loved you againſt my. will; but What! 
did by compulſion, you ſhould have endeavoured te 
have done! by gratitude and reaſon. Tbat you have fhll 
too great an aſcendant over me, even my preſent beha- 
viour may make you ſee; but I will break the enchant - 
ment which ſo much debaſes me, and think of you ne 
otherwiſe than as a woman, and as ſuch cotapel you to 
aſſiſt my pleaſures.” In ſpeaking this he toak; hold of 
me with a violence, which left mend ground to hope 
Leould eſcape. I threw myſelf at his ſeet, conjured him 
to hare pity on my youth and innocence; entrtated bit 


| 
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rgiveneſs for the deception I had put on him; or, if 

ie would not grant it, to puniſh me by another way 
1 that he threatened. But he ſeemed deaf to all I 

iid. At laſt, ** if not for mine,“ cried I,“ for your 

wn ſake refrain this horrid violation: remember you | 
ave {worn by all your gods, never to have recourſe to 
bree. O think on the guilt of perjury!” | 
[ was going on, but he interrupted me at that word, 
Ol thou hypocrite !”? ſaid he, © with what front canſt 
ou name perjury, when thou thyſelf art doubly guilty 

f it? Didſt thou not vow by thy own god, that if 

live, and in my power this day, thou wouldft refuſe L 
ve nothing? Why then this reſiſtance, unleſs to make 
fe guilty too?“ — “ Hold, Sir,” replied I, “che vow 1 
ou upbraid me with I own; own too I made it to de- C 
eire you, and beg you to forgive the only offence I ever : 


zolt Willingly committed againſt you. But, Sir, be - alfa 

e of eaſed to remember it was conditional, and could not , 
vith ind, without you retained the ſame ſentiments for me 
he, at the time I made it: which now, after this detection 


my fraud, I am ſure you do not, cannot.“ | ; 
Then you allow it binding if I did,” rejoined he. 
Moſt certainly,“ anſwered 1, „nor durſt I have de- 
ated from it, however averſe by inclination to fulfil 
A Then hear me,” ſaid he, “ by your own words 
du are condemned: my ſentiments are the fame of you 
this moment, as when you made that vow. To prove 


be, Wb know I was acquainted with every method you took ; 
ved WP order to impoſe upon me. The letter given you by 
at Ie Dutchman was dictated by me; the diſguiſe laid for 
% eu by myſelf; the perſons who ſurpriſed you in the 
till Nreſt no other than my own ſervants, in the rear of 

cha: om 1 was in perſon; nor quitted ſight of you till laid 

ante n the bed, and means were uſed for your recovery. 

10 ws, knowing your fraud as well before your flight as 
u to er, 1 could not have other ſentiments of you then, b 
1 of an thoſe I now retain.” * | 


now became ſadly convinced I was caught in my | 
n ſnare, and had not one argument to offer in oppo- l 
uon to his reaſons; all I could do, to vent the an- | 
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guiſh of my mind, was to exclaim againſt the treacher, 
ous: Dutchman, who had ſeemed to favour my deſign, 
ſeduced me by his pernicious advice, and betrayed ne 
in fo cruel a manner. The banyan ſuffered me to en. 
porate my rage awhyle, and then taking me in his arng, 
come, Henrietta,” ſaid he, © mult we both be per 
jured? You, in refuſing what you have ſworn to yield; 
and I, in uſing a violence, it is neither in my nature 
my principles to be guilty of? Or will you unreluctat 
relign yourſelf to me, and ſave our ſouls a crime ming 
{hudders at, though determined to commit?” 

What could I now ſay? How avoid what fate ſeemel 
to have ordained for me? Bound by an oath, I durſt ng 
even refuſe what I would rather have died a thouſand 
deaths than have granted: yet willing the cruel fact 
tice ſhould be performed with the greateſt ſhew of de. 
cency I could; “1 have nothing, Sir, to urge,” an- 
ſwered I, © againſt the juſtice of your claim: I acknoy- 
tedge myſelf yours by compact, and dare not oppoſe 
your ſeizing the forfeit. But, Sir, you then profeſſel 
to love me honourably, expreſſed a wiſh to paſs your 
life with me: if what you ſaid was ſincere, the pratif- 

cation of your deſires on my unhappy perſon ought to 
be introduced with a certain ceremony.“ I under 
ſtand you,“ cried. he; © and to prove how little I de. 
lerve the treatment you have given me, will till make 
you my wife. O Henrietta! Henrietta!” purſued e, 
preſſing my trembling, but now yielding lips, © wil 
all thy faults, thou ſtill art dear to my fond heart.” 


and incl 
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It is not poſſible for any words to expreſs the extacy 
e was in at this proteſtation; nor could he himſelf teſ- 
fy it, but by incoherent phraſes and broken ſentences. 
|; it poſſible ??? cried he. “ May I believe thee?” 
Then kiſſed, embraced, and held me to his breaſt with 
tenderneſs, which, as it had nothing in it offenſive to 
odeſty, did really abate great part of the diſtaſte his 
dlour had been uſed to give me. 3 
Fain would he have had the marriage ſolemnized 
hat day, but I prevailed with him to delay it to the 
next, alledging, that my laſt night's fatigue, joined to 
e hurry of ſpirits the ſtrange alteration in my for- 
tune had occaſioned, required I ſhould paſs this alone. 
(You need not apprehend,” ſaid I: © any attempt of 
leceiring you a ſecond, time: I too much repent the 


* rſt; and thoſe hours I am abſent from you ſhall be 
\ . enployed in ſtudying ways to atone for that tranſ- 
* greſſion.“ | | 


This obliging behaviour won him to grant my.re- 
gell cuelt, and all the remainder of that day was paſt in de- 
monſtrations of the extremeſt love on his part, and gra- 


br titude on mine. And, though it is certain I could not 
+ ol bring myſelf all at once to be perfectly contented with 
nder fate, yet I was much more reſigned to it, than 
I de. ſome days before I could have imagined. The horrors 


mate ol it by degrees diminithed, and the tenderneſs, the con- 
kderation he (till had of me, in ſpite of all I had done 
wind e diloblige him, made me think, that, if I could not 
” love, I ought not to hate him. How ridiculous is 
it,” ſaid I to myſelf, * to confine our liking to what is 
merely owing to the difference of climates! Had 1 
deen born in Iudia, I ſhould have been of the ſame colour 
with this banyan: and what, except a ikin, is wanting, 
to render his perſon as agreeable as any European I have 
ever ſeen?” While I was thus ruminating, I looked 
earneſtly upon him; and my ſentiments being at that 
moment very much in his favour, they doubtleſs gave an 
unuſual ſoftneſs to my eyes. He inſtantly perceived 
it, and though we were then at ſupper, ſtarted from his 
ſcat, and throwing his head upon my breaſt, cried, O 
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my Henrietta! may I believe thoſe looks of yours hy 
any correſpondence with your heart?“ “ Believe ee 
thing,” ſaid I, bluſhing, “ that may add to your con 
tentment on my ſcore. I promiſed to endeavour to loy 
you; a few hours hence it will be my duty to do þ 
and I hope, when once that ſacred ceremony is paſt, 
{hall fulfil it.” I had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, thy 
a ſudden thought came into my head, which gave 
ſome diſquiet; and the moment I had diſengaged miſe 
from his arms, I communicated it to him. „ Sir,” a 
I, “ in what manner is our marriage to be performed 
For if it is not according to the rites of the chriſtinlf 
church, I never ſhall be able to believe myſelf legal 
your wife,” —< You would not be eſteemed ſo in th 
country,” anſwered he, “if not united to me in th; 
forms appointed by the Indian worſhip; nor could I ul 
my death, in caſe it happens before yours, leave you 2 
I would wiſh to do. Beſides, if you conſider that Ine 
a banyan, and a man bound to uphold the religion 
profeſs, you will allow I cannot marry otherwiſe.” more 
I knew very well that what he ſaid was reaſonable; bat 
the thoughts of pledging my vows in the pagod of MI for 
idol was ſo terrible a ſhock to me, that I could not ęhO 
over the melancholy it occaſioned: in vain he ende 
voured to render me more cheerful: I carried the mo 
gloomy meditations to my chamber, and paſt great pa 
of the night in tears. That I might be really a wit 
which I could not believe the Indian ceremony wou f 
make me, I reſolved to repeat internally, while tl 
other was performing, that of the chriſtian church. 
Early in the morning the two women who con 
ſtantly attended me came in, with ſeveral others. anWrort 
equipped me indeed in a very ſumptuous manner for {yer 
nuptials, and then conducted me to the banyan, whon 
I found alſo very richly dreſt. I told him in his ear tht 
expedient I had formed to ſatisfy my ſcruples: at whid 
he ſmiled, and anſwered, that he was glad I had foun 
any thing to make me more ſatisfied with my lot. 
WA train of banyans and others, whom he haſte tl 
invited to be witneſſes of our marriage, immediate\ſſhe h 
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entered, and we went in proceſhon to the place ap- 
pointed ſor the ceremony. Here ended the calamities 
of my virgin Rate; but, alas! only to begin again in that 
Wo a wife: for though never woman, poſſeſt of an un- 
worthy paſſion, ever laboured more than I did to cheriſh 
a lawful one for him, who was now my huſband; yet 
ould I not bring myſelf to feel any of thoſe ardours 
hich they ſay ought to accompany the union between 
man and woman. As I thought it my duty to be fond, 
W returned his endearments in the beſt manner I could; 
yet were they ſo indefinitely ſhort of thoſe I received, 


riſtta a leſs penetrating eye than his might eaſily per- 
egal ave the diſterence. He complained of it at firſt in the 
n th 


oft tender terms, omitted nothing that might excite 
Win me a greater warmth of affection; yet all in vain; my 
ſoul remained inſenſible of thoſe furious emotions of 
lelight, with which he met me after a very little ab- 
ſence, and was indeed amazed at them in him. 'Tis 
ertain, had he loved me with lefs exceſs, we had been 
nore happy: poſſeſſion was ſo far from making any 
Wabatement in the wildneſs of his paſſion, that every day 
Wl found the effects of its increaſe, He would hang 
whole hours together on my neck; gaze on my face with 
Juch earneſtneſs, as though each look was to be his laſt; 
lk, if I loved him; yet prevent the anſwer he deſired 
by ſtifling me with kiſſes. As I had then a tolerable 
oice, and ſome judgment in muſic, he often defired me 
Wing; but I no ſooner had begun, than ſome fond 
aof dotage obliged me to break off. In ſhort, though 
the teſtimonies he gave me of his paſſion would, to a per- 
ſon who loved to the ſame degree, have been tranſ- 
rs, "porting, they ſeemed to me folly and madneſs, and 
vere ſo far from heightning my eſteem, that I was ob- 
ed to make uſe of all my efforts to conceal the diſſa- 
action they occaſioned me. | 
As he was never eaſy out of my ſight, I took notice 
0 him one day, that his ſtaying ſo much in the coun- 
was a prejudice to his affairs; and aſked, when 
W* thought of going to town. On which he told me 
ie had ordered every thing for our departure in three 
E 


| 


and led me to the pillar on which the idol is placed; 
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or four days: © For,” ſaid he, „I intend you ſhall gg 
with me; I could tranſact no buſineſs; my head would 
be incapable of any thing at ſuch a diſtance from my 
Henrietta.“ It was neceſſary for me to feign myſei 
highly contented with the journey, though in reality! 
mould muck rather have choſe to indulge my medi- 
tions in that apreeable ſolitude. _ 
On our arrival we received the viſits of ſeveral I 
dian families, who congratulated my huſband on his 
choice, and made many flattering compliments on ny: 
beauty: but he always ſeemed averſe to my going much 
abroad; and, as I was not at all deſirous of any comet 
ſation with the Indians, I readily enough complied with 
his inclinations in that point. I ſoon after became prey. 
mant; and the banyan having diſcovered it, inſiſted on 
my accompanying him to the temple, to invoke the bleſ 
ſing of the idol worſhipped there for a happy birth. I 
Was, he told me, a cuſtom that was not to be diſpenſe 
with, more eſpecially in the wite of a banyan and that 
if I refuſed to go, he ſhould incur the cenſure of all hi 
country as a favourer of chriſtianity. ; 
I was conducted to the pagod in a clofe ſedan, and ati 
tended by the greateſt part of our domeſtics: the ban 
yan, with ſeveral of his friends, met me at the entrance 


where, having finiſhed my oriſons, the ridiculous e 
monies that. enſued filled me at once with wonder anc 
deteſtation. All being over, the banyan was leading me 
to my ſedan, when four or five Eugliſb gentlemen, er 
cited I ſuppoſe by curioſity to fee the Indian mode ol 
-worthip, were coming in. They ſeemed to know ni 
huſband, and ſaluted him in the moſt courteous mannei 
but had their eyes immediately fixed on me with token 
of admiration; which giving him ſome alarm, he ſcarce 
returned the civilities they paid him, and made wh 
haſte he could to thruſt me into the ſedan. | 
The habit of theſe perſons aſſuring me they welt 
CZuropeant, I doubted not but they were of the EN 
factory: and the banyan, on my aſking him, told mi 
that they were. On which I ſaid, that, if he approve 
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it, I ſhould be glad to become acquainted with their 
adies, as J ſuppoſed ſome of them who were fettled 
ere had wives and families. He anſwered me, that 


| my | 
vic many accounts it would be improper; but, chiefly, 
lity [What to converſe with chriſtians would make it ſuppoſed - 
itz What 1 ſtil! retained the ſame principles; and, as it was 


ſolutely neceffary for his intereſt to take off any ſuch: 
uſpicion, he defired. I would not think of it.“ Be- 
des,” added he, with a ſmile, to ſee theſe white 
eople often will renew in you all that averſion you 
ace had for my colour, and which I have too much 
nſon to fear is not yet altogether diſlipated.” Thefe 
ords I thought diſcovered ſomething of a jealous: na- 
Mare in him; and, as I knew it was the intereſt of my 
ace, as well as my duty, to give him no cauſe of of- 
nee that way, I aiſured him with the moſt paſſionate 
aderneſs I was capable of aſſuming, that I had no with 
qual to that of pleaſing him, and would be glad it 
re in my power to prove my affection for him, 
much greater ſacrifices than the trifle I had men- 
ned. Ali, Henrietta“ cried he, * how. happy 
hould I be to believe this obliging proteſtation: but alas 
here is a teit J long have withed to put you to, which 
much doubt your love for me would not be able to 
et over, It is, my dear,” continued he, “that you 
ould be prevaited upon to throw of the prejudice! of 
bzcation, renounce the fooliſh principles your youth 
bibed, and become in verity as true a pagan as the 
teceflity of our affairs has obliged you to pretend. 
ben, then,” added he, embracing me, „ ſhould we be 
ne foul indeed: then 1 ſhall believe you truly love me, 
hich 'till then I never can.“ —“ O ſay not ſoy I con- 
you,” anſwered il; for though I never can ex- 
ange my faith, or bow — body in reality to gods of 
Food or lone; yet I would die to prove you are, next 
aven, deareſt to my ſoul.” The earneſtneſs with 
tich I ſpoke theſe words, giving him an opinion they 
ere ſincere, as indeed they were (for though I loved 
n not with paſſion, yet I loved none but him), made 
um the leſs. diſpleaſed at the contempt I teſtified of his 
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religion, and he forbore to urge me any farther at that 


for prayers; but thoſe I had were all employed, that he: 


among chriſtians. Every time I conſidered you ha 
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time, nor indeed at any other, till after 1 had brought 
you into the world. | 

Bur, O my Zea! what horrors did my poor bez 
feel, when regarding you with all a mother's tenderneſ 
I reflefted, that you muſt be trained up in infidelity 
taught to deſpiſe the faith of your anceſtors, and abjure 
the power that gave you being] Few opportunities I hat 


ven, who had by ſuch ſtrange accidents brought ne 
among pagans, might by ways unforeſeen conduct yeu 


not received baptiſm my ſoul ſhook within me; and one 
day, when I was alone, I got a baſon of water, andre 
peating as much as I could remember of the ſacred ce 
remony of conſecration, I dipt your little head into it bo 
gave you the ſign of chriſtianity; and beſeeched Him, i Lia; 
whoſe name I did it, to accept you as an offering fron 
my hands, ſince I was denied the aſſiſtance of a yer 
fon whoſe office it properly was. I was in the mid 
of this act of devotion when the banyan came and fur 
priſed me. He had, it ſeems, been preſent at this ce 
remony, and therefore was not ignorant what I wagyou 
about, as the rage which ſparkled in his eyes too weilto a 
convinced me. Vain, fooliſh woman!” cried hei v 
% how durſt thou practice theſe follies on a child offcou! 
mine? But dearly ſhalt thou pay for this abuſe of unc 
indulgence. Here,” continued he, calling in ſome woWat | 
men who. were waiting in the next room, * take thi_ bett 
babe, and let her be conveyd, where the firſt words f dea 
is taught to ſpeak, ſhall be to curſe the chriſtians.” I wag voi 


at firſt ſo ſeized with terror, that I could not open mi jou 


lips; but at theſe words I fell on my knees; aud, int 
beit terms I could, begged him to moderate his indig 
nation; but all I ſaid was ineffectual; he tore you ſcrea 
ing, as if ſenſible of your misfortune, from my ſtrug 
gling arms, and made you be carried from my ſight; e 
which, forgetting all that before I had thought the du 
of a wife, and regardleſs of what he might do to me 
I burſt into the molt violent exclamations againſt l 
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t chat ruelty, againſt his gods; and deplored my own fate, for 
ouphtMhubjefting me to the power of ſuch a barbarian; nay, 

| think, 1 even called him monſter; and, what ſtung him 
beau et more, ſaid he was in malice, as in colour, of a piece 
neſs ait bell. This laſt reflection on his perſon, which he 
delity,Whad always ſuſpected was diſagreeable to me, ſo put 
abjureMhim paſt all patience, that, without thinking what he did, 
hae drew his dagger, and, as I thought, was going to put 
it he. Na end to my wretched life, but he only gave me a blow 
ht men my head with the flat part of it, which however 
R youlMitruck me to the ground, and for a time took away both 
u had ny ſpeech and ſenſes. How he behaved after he ſaw 
id one me fall, I know not, nor did I ever give myſelf the trou- 
nd rele of enquiring, ſo entirely had this laſt action de- 
ed ceeſtroyed all that tenderneſs I had for ſo many months been 
nto itMlibouring to eſtabliſh, All my care was for my little 
Zia; and, as ſoon as I came to myſelf, I aſked where 
you were ſent. My women then told me, that you were 
jet in the houſe; but how you were to be diſpoſed of 
they knew not, and adviſed me to ſubmit myſelf to the 
hanyan, who they doubted not would be prevailed upon 
to ſuffer you to continue with me, eſpecially as I gave 
you ſuck, and it might be prejudicial to you, if removed 
toany other breaſt. As I knew his fondneſs of you, L 
was of their opinion; but it was not immediately I 
could think of ever ſpeaking more with any ſhow of 
tenderneſs, to a man who had treated me as a flave, 
atlength, however, my love and care of you got the 
better of my reſentment, and I conſented they ſhould 
dear a meſſage from me, in what terms they thought 
would have moſt effect upon him, to prevent his ſending 
jou out of the houſe. They went, and ſoon after re- 
turned with you in their arms, but told me, that if I 
oped to retain any part of their maſter's affection, or 
keep you always with me, I muſt humble. myſelf to 
um in perſon. As my wretched lot ſubjected me to 
lis authority, it had indeed been the moſt prudent ſtep 
| could have taken; but the pride of blood now aiding 
by diſdain at his unworthy uſage, made the thoughts 
f ever ſceing him more inſupportable to me. 'Tis {ure 
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you, could ever have made me bend to a man, in al 
things, but his power, ſo much my infcrior, and whom 


might make my own conditions. But theſe expeQ 


fiercely, ** to living with me; but ſince that diſcovery of Mpc 
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that nothing but the danger of being ſeparated fron May 


I had not now the leait remains of regard for. 
Several days did I ſupport this reſolution, in ever 
one of which the women remonſtrated to me, that my 
obſtinacy ſo incenſed the banyan, that it would infallibly 
occaſion the lofs of my child. This terrified me fora 
moment; but then my vanity ſuggeſted, that thoſe 
charms, which ance had ſo great an influence over 
him, would (till get the better of his haughtineſs; and 
the impoſſibility of living without me force him to be 
the firſt that ſhould deſire a reconciliation, and then! 


tions deceived me; he came not, nor ſent, 'till with the 
cruel order of depriving me of yau.' I now tore my 
har and garments, and at laſt bid the meſſenger intreat 
ot him to permit me to come into his chamber; and if 
he then inſiſted on my delivering the infant, I would do 
it. I was told that it was not without a great deal of 
diſhculty he was induced to grant my requeſt; and! 
believe, by the manner in which he received me, L way 
informed no more than the truth, All what ſoftneſs, 
that regard, with which be was wont to look upon me, 
and on which I had ſo much depended, ſec med vaniſhed 
as if it had never been; and caſting his eyes toward me, 
with the air of an imperious maſter, rather than a ten- 
der bhuſband, woman, what is it you would have!” 
ſaid he; © briefly relate che ſubject of your petition." 
*, come, Sir, anfwere I, trembling between the 
conſtraint I put upon myſelf, and the fears of not ſuc- 
ceeding, © to deliver up this infant to you, and withal 
to conjure you to command my death at the fame time; 
for, after the lois of your affection and the preicnce 0 
my dear child, I cannot wiſh to live.” p 
Death may indeed be preferable,” anſwered he Wine 


your ſentiment, I have been kind enough to keep out of Meir 
Four ſight this barbarian! this wonfier! who, iu matice, n 
in colour, is of a piece with hell; aud wid, it is plain, Jes 
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ways had an equal abhorrence of in your heart, though 
ou diſſembled otherwiſe in your actions.“ 

is actions ſpeak the heart,” ſaid I, ſobbing, © and 
ght to be regarded, when a few raſh words enforced 


rery Why an extremity of paſſion are forgot: mine were no 
my Whore, and if you loved you would forgive.“ Had 


ey been ſuch,” interrupted he, . you would long ere 
his have repented of them, and implored that pardon 
hich you even now hardly vouchſafe to aſk,” ““ Will 


over When,” cried I, falling at his feet, “ this humble poſ- 
and ure move you to believe? On my knees I humbly beg 
o be Hell animoſities between us may be no more remembered, 
en I Wand that you will not part me from my child.“ 


He ſcemed a little touched with theſe words, and the 
the ears that accompanied them; and either through his 

* of you, or ſome remains of tenderneſs for 
me, vouchſafed, though in the moſt haughty terms, a 
grant of: my requeſt, on this condition, that I would 
ind myſelf by a molt ſolemn oath, never, as you grew 
p, to attempt mſpiring you with any notious of the 
hriſtian faith. I was obliged to yield to this injunction, 
bard as it was; and you know, my Zoa, how religiouſly 
| have obſerved itz but with my life all obligations ceaſe; 


\ mes and I hope what I bequeath, as the only and beſt legacy 
\hes Wl could give you at my death, will have ſome influence 
| me, erer you. . | 
ten. It is now, at the time of my writing this, twelve 
ve: ears ſince the quarrel I have been relating happened, yet 
ion.“ las there never been a perfect reconciliation between 
n the Wis. Convinced by what I had ſaid, that all the tender- 
t ſuc- {nels he had for me had never made a real impreſſion 
vithal Nen my heart, his pride would not permit him to ſhow 
time; Neny marks of its continuance. I, on the other fide, 
ice o not able to forgive the contemptuous blow I had re- 
«ved, uſed no efforts to make him think I had a more 
2d he Wivourable opinion of him. Jealouſy of his honour, or 
ery of perhaps a pleaſure he takes in denying me all that would 
ut of Nee me any ſatisfaction, makes him keep me in a con- 
/czy 01 nal impriſonment. A ſtranger in 'a place where I 
„ Jes re lived ſo many years, I breathe not the freſh air 


> 
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beyond the precincts of our own grounds; know not tlie 
face of any creature but our own domeſtics; partake gf 
no diverſion; enjoy no converſation but my own me. 
lancholy thoughts; and ſometimes, what is yet leſg 
agreeable, the company of a man, who from the ut 
. moſt exceſs, and even troubleſome degree of dotage, 
now behaves with the moſt ſtabbing indifference; ſits by 
me either in ſullen ſilence, or entertains me with mali. 
cious jeſts on the alteration of my perſon. All this] 
bear with ſceming patience, as the ills I ſuffer are with 
out a remedy; but a ſecret grief preys on my vitals. Wi. 
thered in my bloom, moped, ſpiritleſs, I paſs my days in 
a waſting anguiſh, which life cannot long ſuſtain. 
The dreadful ſolitude I long have lived in has given 
me opportunity to write you this account of myſelk 
and the papers you will find incloſed : all I have to ak 
of heaven is, that they may have due weight with you 
to make you become a chriſtian in your heart: as to an 
exterior ſhow of it, at leaſt while the banyan lives, 1 
can neither expect nor defire, Remember that, though 
he has been my tyrant, yet he is your father; and you 
muſt not only bey, but alſo oblige him in all thing 
wherein your conſcience is not concerned; but aboꝶ 
all things, if it be poſſible, my dear Zea, avoid marry 
ing a pagan; for that would be binding yourſelf for 
ever to idolatry, and perhaps make you the mother 
a race of unbelievers—a crime which would render you 
no leſs cruel to them, than I ſhould be to you, if I for 
bore giving you thoſe inſtructions at my death, which 
I was bound by oath never to reveal in life. 
Farewel, my dear, dear child! As before you read this 
I ſhall be releaſed from this vale of miſery, be affures 
I am continually making interceſſion to the throne 
mercy, both for your preſent and immortal happineſs. 


ZOA, a few years after her mother's death, met with a fingular cits 
cumſtance, which induced her to quit her father, and make her eſcapt 
to England, where ſhe has been prevailed on by her friends to write bet 

den Hiſtory; with which the Public may be accommodated for tht 
ſmall charge of Sixpence, adorned with an elegant Engraving, wherein 
ſhe is drawn at full length, from a remarkable occurrence deſcribed 


ber life,” 
f FINIS. 


